nuclear factors were present in high titre in all three immunoglobulin classes.
Three papers discuss etiological factors of autoimmune disease. One describes clearly the protean lesions of homologous disease, and possible mechanisms of human autoimmunity are discussed. Finally, the arguments for disturbed tolerance versus altered antigen are, somewhat dogmatically, if stimulatingly, presented but conclusions must, for the time being, remain speculative.
KATRINA RHODES Radiographic Atlas of the Genitourinary System edited by Charles Ney MD and Richard M Friedenberg MD pp xvi+741 illustrated £14 Philadelphia & Toronto: JBLippincott 1966 London: Pitman Medical This is an excellently produced and comprehensive account of the radiology of the genitourinary tract. The authors state that their aim has been to present 'an Atlas in the true sense of the word', and in this they have succeeded, there being no less than 2,300 well-reproduced radiographs illustrating the normal and pathological anatomy of the urinary system. Each part of the urinary tract is considered individually and the illustrations of the radiographic alterations produced by disease are supplemented by a concise and informative text. Every section concludes with a selected group of up-to-date references; special chapters are devoted to pediatric urology, lymphangiography, nephroand angio-tomography and to the radioactive renogram.
Far from being a purely radiographic treatise, this constitutes a valuable review of the whole field of diagnostic urology and will undoubtedly become a major work of reference. The price, £14, will restrict its purchase by the individual but it should certainly become a standard text for the radiographic and urological departmental library. For those psychologists and psychiatrists who wish to measure aspects of human physiology, this book will prove most valuable. If they be tyrosand not a few who wish to measure physiological variables in the course of human experiment are relatively ignorant of the underlying physiological and physical principles involved when they first enter the fieldthis manual gives the explanations and descriptions of various techniques. If they be workers already familiar with the methods described, they are bound to learn more from the thorough reviews of certain topics and also gather ideas from the other techniques discussed. There are chapters on various measures of skin, vascular system, gastric motility, electromyography, electroencephalography &c., as well as a useful introductory chapter on basic physical principles and reviews of other topics of general application in this field. The writers are a well-chosen group of experts who have each made practical and theoretical contributions in these allied subjects. Anyone working or contemplating a study involving human psychophysiological measurement will need this book, which should increase their understanding, prove a valuable source of references and may well save them many hours of wasted effort. This is the thirteenth volume in a series published by the American Congress of Neurological Surgery. It is in effect the transcript of papers presented at their annual meeting, together with the discussion which followed them. The list of contributions is impressive: Dr James White on cordotomy, rhizotomy and lumbar disc lesions; Dr Charles Drake on the surgery of ruptured intracranial aneurysms; Dr Frank Mayfield on a comparison of the anterior and the posterior approach to spondylotic lesions of the cervical spine; Professor John Gillingham on stereotactic surgery; Dr Francis Murphey on a long-term follow-up study of carotid endarterectomy; Mr R B Zachery on an appraisal of surgery for meningocele; and Dr Donald Matson on hydro-cephalus. These are all authoritative reports, and there are others which should interest neurosurgeons in particular, but neurologists and general physicians could peruse them with profit as well. Professor Earl Walker contributes an interesting chapter on 'grantsmanship', i.e. the technique for the acquisition of funds for research projects, from which it appears that this is much easier in America than in most other parts of the world. He also has a chapter on the art of selecting technical aids for neurological diagnosis of brain lesions. It is a question whether it is so much an art as a matter of economics, when we see that the cost varies from $25-50 for an electroencephalogram to $500 for a pneumoencephalogram.
This volume is appropriately dedicated to Dr James C White, one of the most distinguished American neurosurgeons, and his friends all over the world will applaud this mark of respect.
JOE PENNYBACKER

The General Principles of Avicenna's Canon of Medicine by Mazhar H Shah T Pk FRCP(Lond)
FCPs(Pak) DPM pp xl +459 illustrated Rs 50 $15 Karachi: Naveed Clinic 1966 Has Avicenna's Canon of Medicine anything special to offer to modern medicine? Dr M H Shah very definitely thinks it has and has spent nearly thirty years translating into English the General Principles which comprise the first of the five volumes of Avicenna's Canon. As it deals with Avicenna's general principles of the theory and practice of medicine it contains the nucleus of his views. Dr Shah presents us with the first complete English translation of these General Principles and also interprets the entities therein with concepts which we use today. In his introduction he suggests that in Avicenna's concepts lie a great number of truths, especially in the psychosomatic field of medicine, which have been obscured from appreciation in the West both by the language in which they were expressed and by their context of thought.
Dr 0 Cameron Gruner, whose previous translation of the General Principles in 1930 omitted the chapter on anatomy, puts Dr Shah's case in a nutshell: 'Dr Shah makes a comparison between the old doctrines and the new, indicating how the advances of medical science can throw light on various aspects of the Canon.'
Throughout the book Dr Shah has been assiduous in translating ancient terms by modem equivalents. For example the word literally translated as 'humours' is also translated as 'biological fluids'. Sometimes this modernization is dangerous, in that it attributes a meaning to a word palpably different from that intended by With the increase in incidence of carcinoma of the bronchus one of its most distressing complications, mediastinal obstruction, is more frequently seen. The clinical picture of the 'swollen-faced sweating patient, breathless and coughing, with loosened collar' is familiar in every radiotherapy department: fortunately rapid symptomatic relief usually follows the appropriate treatment. In this short monograph the author records his analysis of 253 cases of mediastinal obstruction, 11 % of over two thousand cases of bronchial carcinoma seen at the Royal Marsden Hospital from 1950 to 1961. Extrinsic pressure on the great veins rather than intrinsic thrombosis is the usual mechanism in mediastinal obstruction, and causes other than bronchial carcinoma are now uncommon. The immediate response to radiotherapy was satisfactory in all but 13% of cases: but the author
